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As a consequence of responding to colleagues who
asked about the publication of the original article [1],
the authors have determined that the data published in
Table 4 of the paper are incorrect. A number of moder-
ate to strong correlations were identified in the cor-
rected data that were not identified in the original
manuscript.
The corrected table is shown below. These corrections

affect the following sentences in the Discussion, but do
not affect the remainder of the findings in the paper, or
the summary of data in the Abstract.
The following sentences in the Discussion “Table 4 shows

that the correlation between event timing was low in most
instances. Interestingly, the duration between thelarche and
menarche was not correlated with age at thelarche or age at
menarche, but was highly correlated with age at regular
periods, but not with age at menarche or age at regular
periods. These high correlations suggest that these risk
factors may be acting through the same pathway as each
other or one may be a marker for the other” should be
replaced by
“Table 4 shows that the duration between thelarche and

menarche was only modestly correlated (− 0.37 and 0.39)
with age at thelarche or age at menarche, and was poorly
correlated with age at regular periods (0.19). Strong (> 0.70)
correlations were observed, however, for age at regular
periods with respect to durations to this age from thelarche
and menarche, for the duration between menarche and

reaching adult height with age at reaching adult height,
between the duration from menarche to regular periods and
from thelarche to regular periods, and between ages at
menarche and thelarche”
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Table 4 Pearson’s correlations between timing pubertal variables

Age at
thelarche

Age at
menarche

Age at first
regular
periods

Age reached
adult height

Years between
thelarche and
menarche

Years between thelarche
and first regular periods

Years between
menarche and first
regular periods

Age at menarche 0.71

Age at regular periods 0.30 0.44

Age reached adult height 0.33 0.33 0.15

Years between thelarche and
menarche

−0.37 0.39 0.19 0.02

Years between thelarche and first
regular periods

−0.19 0.18 0.80 0.03 0.49

Years between menarche and first
regular periods

−0.004 − 0.01 0.79 0.02 −0.007 0.87

Years between menarche and
reaching adult height

−0.19 −0.38 − 0.17 0.75 − 0.25 −0.09 0.03
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